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Global tourism recovery assumptions 

by market segment and origin-destination 
 

 

 

Toulouse – 25 January 2021 

 

The international consulting firm YIELD TACTICS outlines its assumptions for the recovery of global 

tourism in its latest publication YIELD TACTICS Magazine: Restart the Travel Industry now available for 

free download. 

Four main friction forces have been identified as having a determining role in the realization of the 

recovery assumptions: 

- The economic situation of households 

and businesses 

- The consumer's perception of the health 

situation 

- International cooperation: COVID-19 

tests and mutually recognized vaccination 

certificates 

- The quality of technological experience, 

which reduces short-term travel needs for 

the corporate and affinity travel segments, and has potential to cap long-term demand for the tourism 

segment 

Order of recovery expected by market segments at the global level: 

Specialized market segments such as sailors, offshore, military and workers will be the first ones to 

restart strongly, followed at a distance by the Visit Friends and Relatives (VFR) segment. After this, the 

tourist and business segments will gradually resume with great disparities according to nationalities. 

Religious travel segments and events are expected to be the last segments to recover. 

Recovery order expected by type of Origin-Destination (O&D) 

The more distant and complicated the destination, the longer the recovery will take. However, this 

generalization will not be uniform across the globe, due to the impact of the intensity of economic, 
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cultural, and political relations between territories. AIRLINE TACTICS consultants therefore foresee a 

resumption of demand in the "short" domestic markets, such as China, Mexico, and Russia. This will 

be followed by "long” domestic markets, such as the continental USA to Hawaii, or metropolitan France 

to its overseas possessions. Next will be international traffic between countries with “close 

cooperation” (regardless of distance) which is expected to resume earlier than regional and 

continental travel. Finally, the intercontinental O&D markets will take the longest to resume. Note that 

nonstop intercontinental flights should restart ahead of intercontinental routes with one or more 

stopovers in a third country, with exceptions for premium transit points like Dubai and Singapore which 

should trigger a faster recovery. 

           

 
About YIELD TACTICS 

YIELD TACTICS is an independent and specialized consulting firm serving the travel industry: airlines, rail 

companies, cruise lines, ferries, bus networks, car and vehicle rental services, car parks, hospitality, 

tour operators, amusement parks, meetings & events MICE operators, corporate travel buyers, and 

travel technology startups. 
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Cautionary note 
This press release, from which no legal consequences may be drawn, is for information purposes only. In this document, the terms “Yield 
Tactics” and “Airline Tactics” are sometimes used for convenience. Likewise, the words “we”, “us” and “our” may also be used to refer to 
Yield Tactics brands, consultants, and/or contractors. This document may contain forward-looking information and statements that are 
based on a number of economic data and expert assumptions made in a given economic, competitive and regulatory environment. They 
may prove to be inaccurate in the future and are subject to a number of risk factors. Yield Tactics assumes any obligation to update publicly 
any forward-looking information or statement, objectives or trends contained in this document whether as a result of new information, 
future events or otherwise. 
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